
Patron’s welcome 
I was delighted and honoured to be asked to become Patron of the Yorkshire Historic Churches 
Trust (YHCT) in 2018, the year the Charity celebrated its 30th anniversary. Those thirty years 
have seen over £3m awarded to approximately 800 places of worship across Yorkshire, helping 
with the preservation, repair and maintenance of the buildings, their monuments and their 
historic features.  

With over 2500 places of worship in Yorkshire this is a big job and there is an ever-increasing 
demand for funding to maintain these precious buildings to allow future generations to 
continue to worship and to enjoy these places.  

The YHCT is reliant on the support of grant giving Trusts, and private individuals (including our 
loyal Friends), to continue our work. I am very grateful to all Friends and donors who help the 
YHCT to achieve this.  

There are several events taking place for Friends this year, details of which can be found on our 
website. I hope to see as many of you as possible at one of these. Do also consider getting 
involved in the Ride+Stride, which takes place later in the year in September. This is a 
wonderful way to raise money both for the YHCT, and for your own local church.  

On behalf of the YHCT, thanks again for your continued support, and for helping to secure the 
future of Yorkshire’s many wonderful places of worship. 

 

Dr Terry Bramall CBE 

Patron, Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust 
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Many historic churches, chapels and meeting houses are battling to survive. Roofs leak, 
ancient timbers rot and medieval stonework crumbles. 

Now you can help by joining the Ride & Stride adventure. Taking place on Saturday 14th 
September, this is a sponsored walk, bike ride or drive, where you discover beautiful 
churches whilst raising money for their repair and preservation. 

The idea is to visit as many places of worship as possible open near you and also get 
sponsored for visiting them. 

The sponsorship money you raise is shared 50/50 between the Yorkshire Churches Trust 
and an individual church of your choice. 
 
HOW IT WORKS – FOR RIDE+STRIDERS  

Download a sponsorship form from our website  and plan your route! You can contact 
vanbarassociates@gmail.com with your route and we will contact churches on your behalf 
to see if they will be open. 

On the day of the event participating churches are open from morning to late afternoon. 
Cycling is the most popular way of travelling from church to church, but you can walk, run 
or use public transport or even go by car – whatever you feel most comfortable doing. 

HOW IT WORKS – FOR PARISHES 

Please consider opening up for visitors on the day. Contact vanbarassociates@gmail.com 
to let us know and we will add details of your church to our list of places to visit as open 
on our website. 

Display a copy of the event  poster,  available on our website,  in your church and 
encourage your local congregation to take part.  

 



Grants  Awarded 2018 
 
      

 
 

PATRON 
Dr Terry Bramall OBE 
 

PRESIDENT 
Dr John Sentamu 

 
TRUSTEES 
 

Tom Ramsden  

Rory Wardroper  

Fiona Le Masurier 

Peter Johnston 

Richard Bailey 

Sylvia Johnson 

Tony Hesselwood (r 2018) 

Edward Waterson (r 2018) 

Richard Carr Archer (r 2018) 

Jane Hedley (r 2018) 

Helena Anderson (r 2018) 

Malcolm Warburton (r 2018) 

Clyde Binfield (r 2018) 

 
 

Alne St Mary £8,000 
Aysgarth St Andrew £5,000 
Bierley St John the Evangelist £4,000 
Birkby St John the Evangelist £6,000 

Bolton Percy All Saints £2,000 
Carlton   St Mary £2,000 
Cowgill St John £4,000 

East Morton St Luke £3,000 
Gomersal Methodist Chapel £2,500 
Harrogate St Peter £2,000 

Heeley Christ Church £8,750 
Honley St  Mary the Virgin £4,000 

Kirkby Overblow All Saints £3,000 
Leeds St Matthew £5,650 

Little Driffield St Mary £1,000 
Long Marston All Saints £2,000 
Long Preston  St Mary £500 

Malham Methodist Chapel £6,000 
Meltham St Bartholomew £2,500 
Newby St Mark £3,000 

Newton on Ouse All Saints £7,000 
Potternewton St Martin £2,000 

Ripon St Mary Magdelene £5,000 
Saltburn Emmanuel  £4,000 
Shipley St Paul £6,750 
Skidby St Michael £3,000 

Sleights St John the Evangelist £2,000 
Slingsby All Saints £4,000 

Woodhouse Christ Church £6,000 



  

Case study 
St John the Evangelist, Bierley 
 

 
 
 
 
St John’s at Bierley near Bradford is a fine  Grade II* 
listed Georgian church. It was built in local sandstone 
ashlar as a private chapel in 1766 by architect John  
Carr in the Grecian Style for the Richardson family at 
Bierley Hall.  An extension was added to the north 
side in the 19th Century in keeping with the Georgian 

style of the original chapel and the church contains a fine organ which has recently 
undergone restoration works.  
In November 2018, the YHCT awarded £4000 to St John’s to help fund the organ 
restoration.  
Robert Smith, treasurer, said: “We were delighted to receive the funding from the YHCT. We 
are lucky to have a great organist at St John’s and the organ requires urgent restoration 
work to ensure it can be played to its full potential. The funding we received from the YHCT 
is a great help towards the overall costs of the restoration and we were delighted to receive 
it.” 
St John’s Bierley is both a fine place for worship and a 
community space where people can meet and feel at 
home with regular Messy Church sessions, and more 
recently hosting a community barn dance. There is a 
great resource in the thriving church charity shop which 
is a real help to members of the local community and 
also generates funds which support St John’s. 
 



SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD FROM 11 OCTOBER 2017 TO 

31 DECEMBER 2018 

 

1. GENERAL FUND (AFTER TRANSFERS) 

 2018  

Receipts 

Donations and subscriptions 11,669  

Grants from charitable trusts 89,900  

Collections 1,904  

Fundraising 

Ride & Stride 2,683 

Less grants to participant churches   1,943 740  

Gift Aid Tax recovered  414  

Events and notelets 1,170  

Investment Income 35,490  

                       

Total Receipts 141,187  

Payments 

Grants to Churches 131,000  

Administration of Grants 4,024 

Administration costs 15,779  

Total Payments 150,803  

                             

NET RECEIPTS/(PAYMENTS) FOR YEAR £(9616)  

 

2. INVESTMENT FUND (AFTER TRANSFER) 

Receipts 

Sale of Investments and capital receipts 26,370 

payments 

Purchase of Investments 10,950 

Investment Management 6,938  

 17,888 

NET RECEIPTS/(PAYMENTS) FOR YEAR 8,482 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2018 

Assets 

Cash Funds 252,041 

Debtor 132 

Investments 860,396 

  1,112,569 

Liabilities 

Unpaid grants  102,650             

TOTAL NET ASSETS  1,009,919 

Representing 

Investment Fund  876,405 

2018 Grant fund  118,500 

Unrestricted reserve  15,014 

  £1,009,919 



 

Financial Report 
 
The first accounts of the Charitable Incorporated Organisation and my first accounts as 
treasurer of YHCT run for the period from 11 October 2017 to 31 December 2018, 
although the CIO only became active on taking over from the previous charitable trust on 
1 February 2018.  The summary of the financial results for the period is extracted from 
the Financial Statements examined by Robert Woolley of HPH, Chartered Accountants. 
 
The accounts are now for simplicity prepared on the receipts and payments basis and are 
not therefore directly comparable with the accounts of the previous trust, as well as 
because effectively they cover only 11 months not including a January.  The underlying 
financial results follow a similar pattern to previous years. 
 
That the level of income increased is entirely attributable to the increase in grants from 
charitable trusts, with almost all other sources of income falling.  The annual Ride and 
Stride, though popular in some areas, attracted less support than the previous year; it is 
hoped that this may be restored in 2019.  The trustees would like to thank all participants. 
 
We are again grateful to the trustees of the Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation for their 
grant of £60,000, to a number of trusts for smaller grants and to the Archdeacon of York 
for directing the annual Visitation offertories to the trust, without this generous support 
the amount awarded in grants would be significantly reduced. 
 
The Trust awarded £114,650 in grants including reallocating two previously awarded 
grants totalling £7,000 which had lapsed. The trustees have allocated £115,000 for award 
in 2019.  
 
The investment portfolio has declined in value reflecting the fall in markets worldwide.  
Much of this decline has already been recouped in 2019 at this point but there is no 
knowing whether this will be maintained.  The trustees are in course of conducting a 
review of investment policies and management. 
 
The full accounts and trustees report are available on request from the treasurer or 
administrator. 
 
Richard Bailey,  Treasurer  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We are very grateful to the many donors who generously support the Trust, including 
those listed below.  
 
Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation,  Holy Rood Community Trust,  Wheler Foundation  
Spooner Trust , Ilkley  Charitable  Trust , Leeds Methodist District , Burrows Davies Ltd 
Ferrey and Mennin Ltd , Houghtons of York 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Treasurer: Richard Bailey, 2 Dalton Terrace, York, YO24 4DA  T: 01904 643943 
Administrator and principal address: Vanessa White, 77 Silverdale Drive, Guiseley, Leeds  
LS20 8BE  T:07786 656883, Email: vanbarassociates@gmail.com  
Grants Secretary: Jonathan Stamp c/o 11 Ovington Close, Templetown, Consett  Co. Durham  
DH8 7NY  T: 07594 578665  E: yhctgrants@sky.com 
Independent Examiner:  Robert Woolley, HPH Chartered Accountants, 
30 Bootham, York  YO30 7XZ 
Investment Managers:   10 Wellington Place, Leeds LS1 4AN 
Bank:  Co-operative Bank, PO Box 101, 1 Balloon Street, Manchester, M60 4EP 
Solicitors:   Denison Till, Stamford House, Piccadilly, York  YO1 9PP 
Website:  www.yhct.org.uk   Twitter: @YHCT88 
 
The Yorkshire Historic Churches Trust is a charitable incorporated organisation 
registered number 1175099 

 

 



 
WAYS TO HELP THE TRUST  
Leaving a gift in your Will is a lasting way to continue supporting these places of worship 
beyond your lifetime and ensure they are kept alive for future generations to enjoy.  
Making a bequest is simple – it can be included in a new Will or added as a codicil to your 
existing Will.  
For more details, please contact Vanessa White or visit our website .  
 

GIFT AID 
If you are a UK taxpayer you can increase your subscription and any donations or sponsorship of 
events such as Ride & Stride by 25% at no extra cost to you if you make your payment under 
Gift Aid.  If you are not yet doing so but are a UK taxpayer please contact the Administrator to 
ask for a Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Details of current subscription rates can be found below. Please make sure your payments and / 
or standing order is up to date and being paid into Co-operative Bank, sort code: 08 92 99 
account number: 65846678 
Types of Membership (per year) 
Individual £35 : Joint £45 : Church membership £50 : Business supporter £100 
Please let us know if your contact details change, so we can continue to keep in touch.  
Email vanbarassociates@gmail.com or call 07786 656883 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thursday 27th June, Friends Summer party. 2pm—6pm. Meet at Masham Town Square for a 
tour of  St Mary’s church, onto West Tanfield to visit St Nicholas Church , then on to Old 
Sleningford Hall for afternoon tea. Booking form on our website, or contact Vanessa White 
 
Saturday 20th July, 1pm—3.45pm. YHCT lecture by the Ven Dr Anne Dawtry, St  Michael and All 
Angels church, Thornhill, Dewbsury. Booking form on our website or contact Vanessa White. 
 
Saturday 14th September, Ride + Stride, sponsorship event—see our website for more details 
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